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and such roles as Volumnia and Queen Katharine
would naturally come his way, nor are they parts
which an a&or would despise.
Perhaps the most difficult Stage in the aftor's life
would be that during which he was neither boy nor
man, but his training would dispose of the awkward-
ness which usually accompanies adolescence, and he
would be able to play such parts as Mistress Ford
and Mistress Page, or of Guiderius or Arviragus in
Cymbeliney who are unable to sing. Guiderius is the
elder of the two, and Arviragus is sixteen, and prob-
ably would be played by a boy a year or so older.
Half-grown boys would likewise serve as the Reapers
and perhaps as the Nymphs also in The Tempeft, and as
the Fiends who visit Joan la Pucelle and refuse to
accept her soul.
It would be interesting to know precisely how the
groups of extra players necessary for such spectacles as
the ball-scenes in Romeo and Juliet and Much Ado About
Nothing, the country dance in The Winter's Ta/e, and
the coronation procession and the scene of Princess
Elizabeth's christening in Henry VIII were hired, but
there is little definite information on the subject.
Doubtless there were plenty of unemployed a&ors
who were glad to serve in these capacities, and these
might have boys under their authority who would
serve as partners in the dances. It is extremely
unlikely that any great number of boys was kept on
the payroll of the company merely to serve as super-
numeraries.
Special talent would be required in a boy who